
 

Using	only	verified	sources	list	in	rank	order,	what	is	
most	important	to	a	prospective	residential	home	
buyer	when	searching	for	a	new	house	to	purchase. 
The	most	important	factors	to	prospective	residential	home	buyers,	ranked	by	priority	from	verified	

sources,	are: 

Top	Priorities	for	Home	Buyers 

1. Location 

o Proximity	to	work,	schools,	amenities,	and	overall	neighborhood	quality	are	consistently	

ranked	as	the	top	consideration.	Buyers	prioritize	areas	with	low	crime,	good	schools,	and	

convenient	access	to	shopping,	recreation,	and	transportation. 

2. Affordability	and	Price 

o The	price	of	the	home,	including	monthly	mortgage	payments,	property	taxes,	and	insurance,	

is	a	primary	concern.	Buyers	seek	homes	within	their	budget	and	often	compare	value-for-

money	among	available	options. 

3. Home	Size	and	Layout 

o The	number	of	bedrooms,	bathrooms,	and	overall	square	footage	is	a	critical	decision	factor.	

Open	floor	plans	and	sufficient	living	space	for	household	needs	are	key. 

4. Condition	and	Age	of	Home 

o Buyers	want	homes	that	are	move-in	ready	or	require	minimal	repairs.	The	age	of	the	home,	

updates,	and	overall	maintenance	condition	strongly	influence	decisions. 

5. Safety	and	Neighborhood 

o Safe	environments,	low	crime	rates,	and	well-maintained	neighborhoods	are	essential.	

Community	perception	and	neighborhood	aesthetics	play	major	roles. 

6. School	District	Quality 



o For	buyers	with	children	or	anticipating	children,	access	to	top-rated	school	districts	is	a	

major	factor,	often	influencing	location	and	price	flexibility. 

7. Future	Value	and	Investment	Potential 

o Buyers	consider	potential	property	appreciation,	neighborhood	trends,	and	resale	value	to	

ensure	long-term	investment	security. 

8. Commute	and	Transportation 

o Ease	of	access	to	highways,	public	transportation,	and	proximity	to	major	employers	are	

frequently	cited	as	necessary	by	buyers. 

9. Outdoor	Space 

o Features	such	as	yards,	gardens,	patios,	and	overall	lot	size	matter,	especially	for	families	and	

those	valuing	privacy	or	recreation. 

10. Home	Features	and	Upgrades 

o Desired	interior	amenities	include	updated	kitchens	and	bathrooms,	energy	efficiency,	

storage,	garage,	and	modern	appliances. 

Summary	Table 

Rank Factor Description 

1 Location Near	work,	schools,	amenities,	and	safe	neighborhoods 

2 Price/Affordability Within	budget,	low	monthly	costs 

3 Home	Size/Layout #	of	bedrooms/bathrooms,	usable	space 

4 Condition/Age Move-in	ready,	well-maintained 

5 Safety/Neighborhood Low	crime,	community	vibe 

6 School	District Access	to	quality	schools 

7 Investment	Value Future	appreciation,	resale 

8 Commute/Transportation Close	to	transit/jobs 

9 Outdoor	Space Yard,	patio,	privacy 

10 Features/Upgrades Modern	amenities,	efficient 

 



These	rankings	are	drawn	from	repeated	studies	by	real	estate	industry	organizations,	homebuyer	

surveys,	and	authoritative	housing	market	analyses. 

 

Still	using	verified	sources	what	is	the	rank	order	of	
characteristics	for	web	portals	featuring	house	for	
sale	when	a	prospective	buyer	is	using	the	Internet	
as	a	research	tool	when	looking	for	a	house	to	
purchase. 
When	buyers	use	web	portals	to	research	homes	for	sale,	the	most	important	features,	ranked	by	priority	

from	verified	sources,	are: 

Top-Ranked	Features	on	Real	Estate	Websites 

1. Advanced	Search	Filters	and	Customization 

o Buyers	prioritize	the	ability	to	filter	listings	by	price,	location,	bedroom/bathroom	count,	

property	type,	and	features	(like	lot	size,	amenities,	or	school	district),	as	well	as	custom	draw	

or	map-based	search	tools	for	specific	neighborhoods.[1][2][3][4] 

2. Comprehensive,	Up-to-Date	Listings 

o Access	to	accurate	and	real-time	listings,	with	direct	MLS	integration	and	instant	updates	

about	new	or	altered	properties,	is	a	top	need	for	buyers	who	want	the	latest	

information.[2][5][1] 

3. High-Quality	Visual	Content 

o Detailed,	high-resolution	photos,	3D	virtual	tours,	floor	plans,	and	videos	help	buyers	evaluate	

properties	remotely,	narrowing	their	choices	before	in-person	visits.[6][4][2] 

4. Mobile-Friendly,	Fast-Loading	Experience 

o Buyers	expect	seamless	browsing	across	devices	and	fast	site	performance,	with	mobile	apps	

and	responsive	web	design	cited	as	critical	for	on-the-go	searches.[3][1][2] 

5. Personalized	Property	Recommendations 



o AI-powered	recommendations,	“favorites”	features,	and	saved	searches	that	adapt	to	users’	

past	search	behavior	are	valued	for	making	the	process	more	efficient	and	relevant.[1][2][3] 

6. Neighborhood	and	Local	Information 

o Integrated	details	about	crime,	schools,	amenities,	and	community	guides	provide	essential	

context	for	buyers	evaluating	neighborhoods,	not	just	properties.[7][8][6] 

7. Affordability	Tools	and	Market	Data 

o Calculators	for	affordability,	access	to	estimated	home	values,	historical	sales	trends,	and	

financial	tools	help	buyers	make	informed	decisions.[4][6][2] 

8. User	Account	Features 

o The	ability	to	save	favorites,	track	past	views,	manage	saved	searches	and	alerts,	and	receive	

instant	notifications	about	new	matches	is	important	to	users	managing	several	options.[3][1] 

9. Contact	and	Connection	Tools 

o Easy	access	to	communicate	with	real	estate	agents,	schedule	tours,	and	ask	questions	directly	

from	the	platform	is	expected	by	modern	buyers.[2][1] 

10. Security	and	Trustworthiness 

o Verified	and	accurate	data,	including	fraud	prevention	measures,	as	well	as	transparency	

about	listings	(such	as	MLS	source	or	listing	agent)	build	user	trust.[5][2] 

Features	Comparison	Table 

Rank Feature Description 

1 Advanced	Search/Customization Filters,	map/draw	tools[1][4][3] 

2 Up-to-Date	MLS	Listings Real-time,	accurate	info[1][2][5] 

3 High-Quality	Visuals Photos,	3D	tours,	videos[6][2][4] 

4 Mobile/Fast-Loading Responsive,	mobile	apps[1][2][3] 

5 Personalized	Recommendations AI/personalized	search[1][2][3] 

6 Local/Neighborhood	Data Crime,	schools,	guides[6][8][7] 

7 Affordability/Market	Data Calculators,	“Zestimate”[6][2][4] 

8 User	Account	Features Favorites,	search	history[1][3] 



9 Agent/Contact	Tools Direct	communication/scheduling[1][2] 

10 Security/Trustworthiness Verified,	accurate	listings[2][5] 

 

These	priorities	are	based	on	repeated	surveys	and	detailed	features	analysis	from	top	home	search	

websites	like	Zillow,	Realtor.com,	and	Redfin,	as	well	as	industry-leading	real	estate	web	design	guides	

and	trusted	market	resources.[6][7][4][1][2][3]	

 

⁂ 

 

still	using	verified	sources	what	is	the	rank	order	
importance	of	media	offered	on	internet	portal	web	
pages	to	a	prospective	buyer	when	they	are	
searching	for	a	house	to	purchase? 

When	prospective	buyers	search	for	homes	on	internet	portals,	the	rank	order	of	preferred	media	types	is	

as	follows,	based	on	verified	sources: 

Most	Important	Media	Types	for	Online	Home	Search 

1. High-Resolution	Photography 

o Clear,	numerous,	and	professionally	shot	images	are	the	single	most	critical	media	type.	

Listings	without	quality	photos	receive	far	less	buyer	attention,	and	images	are	the	primary	

driver	for	forming	first	impressions	and	shortlist	decisions.[11][12] 

2. 3D	Virtual	Tours 

o 3D	or	360°	virtual	tours	allow	buyers	to	“walk	through”	a	property	online.	These	immersive	

experiences	are	rapidly	rising	in	importance,	with	evidence	showing	homes	with	3D	tours	sell	

up	to	31%	faster	and	increase	buyer	engagement	and	inquiries	dramatically.[13][14][15][12] 

3. Video	Tours 

o Video	walk-throughs	help	buyers	better	understand	the	flow	and	details	of	a	property.	Real	

estate	listings	with	video	tours	average	much	higher	engagement—up	to	403%	more	follow-

up	inquiries	compared	to	those	without,	and	video	tours	are	linked	to	faster	selling	times.[13] 



4. Interactive	Floor	Plans 

o Floor	plans	support	comprehension	of	layout,	space	usage,	and	room	dimensions.	Interactive	

or	annotated	plans	that	work	with	photos	or	tours	have	become	a	top	buyer	request.[14][15] 

5. Aerial/Drone	Imagery 

o Overhead	and	exterior	drone	photos	or	videos	are	valued	for	providing	visual	context	on	lot	

size,	neighborhood,	and	outdoor	amenities.	These	are	especially	useful	for	larger	or	premium	

properties.[11] 

6. Augmented	Reality	or	Custom	Visualization	Tools 

o Interactive	tools	that	let	buyers	change	paint	colors	or	visualize	remodels	are	emerging,	but	

remain	a	lower	priority	than	photography	and	tours,	mainly	enhancing	high-end	or	new	

development	listings.[14] 

Comparative	Table	of	Media	Importance 

Rank Media	Type Importance/Impact 

1 High-Resolution	Photos Most	critical;	drives	selection	and	interest[11][12] 

2 3D/360°	Virtual	Tour Immersive,	greatly	boosts	engagement/sales[13][15] 

3 Video	Tour Enhances	property	walk-through,	increases	inquiries[13] 

4 Interactive	Floor	Plan Clarifies	layout,	aids	space	understanding[14][15] 

5 Aerial/Drone	Imagery Provides	exterior/lot	context,	popular	for	premium[11] 

6 AR/Visualization	Tools Value-add	for	select	listings,	not	yet	standard[14] 

 

Buyers	increasingly	expect	a	combination	of	these	media,	with	quality	photos	and	at	least	one	immersive	

media	(3D	tour	or	video)	as	the	minimum	standard	for	serious	consideration.[15][12][13][11]	
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